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AMY TREASURE — ESSAY 
Statement 

HON MARTIN ALDRIDGE (Agricultural) [6.20 pm]: It is not often that I detain the house to make 
a member’s statement when we all want to go home, but tonight I wish to have a few moments of the house’s 
time. I wish to report to the house that this week I received an email from a mother in Wandering in my 
electorate, now in the Legislative Assembly seat of Central Wheatbelt. She sent me a copy of an essay that her 
daughter, Amy Treasure, had written for her year 10 English class. I will read this essay to the house—it is 
short—and make a few remarks at the end. 
This is by Amy Treasure and it is titled “Get’cha Head in the Game”. The essay reads — 

Do you think Australia is a just country? That is what we claim to be, a democratic country where we 
strive to ensure that everyone has an equal opportunity at life. Do you think that the next generation will 
grow up understanding what freedom means? Most likely not. 
The country is being neglected, the Australian Labour Party and the wider majority of city citizens are 
dismissing it as inferior. Country WA is one of our iconic features that differentiate us from the world, 
and it is being subjected to negligence. There is no freedom or equality in the remote, rural and regional 
areas of Australia. None. 
Veronica Perry, aged 14, has lived in Cottesloe, Western Australia her whole life. Every morning she 
boards the sleek silver and green bus, travelling past Shenton College and King Edward Hospital, to 
arrive at the prestigious Perth Modern for her netball training. After an intense 6 period day, she makes 
her way to her violin lesson, where she is hard at work preparing for the Eisteddfod in a few weeks’ 
time. After, her mum Shelly picks her up and together they head home. 
Meanwhile 267km away, in the tiny town of Tincurrin, Elise Parker, aged 13, is waking up to darkness, 
quietly getting ready for school. At around 7 am, the vivid orange school bus, appears along the dusty 
road. She passes through Harrismith and Wickepin, to finally arrive at Narrogin Senior High School, 
just in time for the siren. The original timetable of 6 educating periods has been disrupted, due to a fight 
breaking out between two students. After school, she rushes to the bus, to arrive home just on dusk. 
Elise has no opportunities for sport, music or extra-curricular activities due to her home being an hour 
and a half from the nearest town with these opportunities. 

This is the jaw-dropping reality of the contrasting lives that city slickers and their country cousins live. 
In the country, there are minimal education options, with some public education being quite disruptive, 
sports facilities are weak and health services are only seen once in a blue moon. Due to the recent 
election changes, everything has gotten worse. The Labour government are living under a rock, 
believing that the country is fine and our towns are as good as you can get. 

And yes, when you live in the country, there will always be some sacrifices that you will have to make. 
But there shouldn’t be as many sacrifices as there is currently; education and health? No way. Therefore 
in 2008, the National Party issued a plan, to redirect State Government spending’s, moving it away 
from major cities and into the remote areas that need it most. This plan was an amazing thing for 
country towns, $32.9 million has been provided to the Royal Flying Doctor Service, to help keep the 
flying doctor flying. $43 million was committed over 4 years to construct a new court house in 
Kununurra, to improve justice services for the town and it’s surrounding’s. Then to tie it all together 
and to keep the communities going, they funded the Community Resource Centres, which are a network 
of centres built on WA’s longest running and most successful regional community programs, 
Telecentres, they were distributed $8.2million across the state. Many communities would probably have 
faded into the abyss, without this constant flood of money pumping through their systems. It has 
stabilised country towns and looking to the future, it will continue to nurture them back to good health. 

So why would the state government want to change this? Why would they want to take away and 
change the lifeblood of the state? Well after the election Western Australia saw a rare sight, the position 
of Minister for Agriculture and Food was won by a Labour Party member, instead of its usual National 
back bencher. Alannah MacTiernan stated in an interview that she believes that the “money is going 
towards town beautification” or infrastructure, when it should be “prioritising economic and 
productivity development”. However, what they don’t understand is that this money has created jobs, 
the Ord–East Kimberly Expansion Project has boosted tourism in the area, and jobs in the tourism 
sector. Let’s also not forget all those health centres and services. Who do you think runs them? Fairies? 
No, members of the community who have gotten a job. 
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One of the architects for Royalties for Regions has stated that the project has been a great thing and that 
“the West Australian Government [has] actually invested in solving the problem rather than shrugging 
their shoulders about it”. But now the plan is for serious cuts to be made to Royalties for Regions and 
for the money that still does go to the country, to be spent in line with the new government’s policies 
i.e. only going towards projects that will provide instant jobs. No more cash funding infrastructure. But 
here’s the catch, who would want to work in a town that has cruddy facilities? 

So, what do you think, should we have this injustice play out, should country girl Elise, live with 
minimal standards and community conditions? Or should she have an equal opportunity to live a life 
like the fortunate city woman Veronica? The question is yours WA, what do you think of this 
negligence the state government has shown country Western Australia? It’s not fair and it’s not just. 
Labour, get’cha head in the game. 

That was written by year 10 student Amy Treasure from Wandering. 

I have never met Amy. I received that email from her mother, and so I did not solicit the work she did. I thought 
it was interesting and timely to present that to the house as we are about to embark on the winter recess, and, as 
I am sure, the government throws together its first budget. 

I will make some observations about Amy’s essay. What she has said in her year 10 English class assignment is 
something I hear every day in my electorate. Whether I am talking to local governments, community resource 
centres, men’s sheds or people in the street, they are very concerned about this new Labor government. They can 
remember when we last had a Labor government, and its track record then was not all that flash. I think the 
Leader of the House was today talking about the $3.6 billion in debt the former Labor government left after the 
Liberal and National Parties won the 2008 election. But I think we need to contrast that with the level of services 
and infrastructure we saw outside Perth at that time. I must remind the house that in health alone, when the 
former Labor government’s senior bureaucrat for the WA Country Health Service left shortly after that election 
she described the conditions in regional health as, quote, “bloody blatantly unsafe”. Since then we have seen 
significant investment, particularly in health services, in country Western Australia. That is something I would 
not think we would have to argue for but would expect, like making sure we have a Royal Flying Doctor Service 
funded to transport those in most need to specialist medical care in Perth or other places in Australia. 

Since the election it has been interesting to hear a lot being said by the Minister for Regional Development about 
what she considers to be waste from royalties for regions, but when she is put on the spot and asked to name the 
projects she describes as “petunias” or waste, she never names them. Just about every day of the week we see the 
minister or her parliamentary secretary out there, cutting ribbons at these projects and posing for photographs for 
the local paper, and almost pretending they were involved in delivering that project, but really they had nothing 
to do with it. It is interesting that they come into this place and say one thing, but are happy to go out there and 
speak at the morning teas and cut ribbons for all these projects around regional Western Australia. Of course, in 
my electorate, the Agricultural Region, almost no election commitments were made by the Labor Party, with the 
exception of Geraldton. It is interesting to follow on from Hon Darren West. The only election commitments 
made in my seat, which runs from Kalbarri to Esperance, by members opposite was in one town—Geraldton. It 
is interesting to reflect on this. The Labor Party was the third party to commit to the redevelopment of 
Geraldton Hospital; I give it that. It was the third party; it was not quick out of the blocks, but it was a follower 
and finally committed. We will see whether the government delivers on that hospital. Remember, members, 
when the Labor Party last redeveloped Geraldton Hospital it came at the expense of Moora Hospital. I went to 
school in Moora. I was involved in the campaign to present bricks to the then health minister, Hon Jim McGinty, 
as the hospital continued to degrade and its upgrades were put on hold because of the overspending that had 
occurred at the Geraldton redevelopment. 
I think it is important to put these things on the record as we head into the winter recess. I thank Amy for the 
essay she wrote and her mum for forwarding it to me. I hope I get to meet Amy one day when I next visit 
Wandering, which is a very beautiful town in my electorate. To encourage members who travel outside Perth, 
Wandering is not that far. It has a couple of wineries and a great local show. It is a lovely small town to visit and 
it does not take long to get there. 
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